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SUBJECT: MARCH 5, THE 64TH DAY OF THE OFFENSIVE 
REF: PHNOM PENH 3941 

1. SUMMARY. THE KC SLACKED OFF THEIR ROCKETING OF DOWNTOWN 
PHNOM PENH AND CONCENTRATED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON POCHENTONG. 

THE ATTACKS BEGAN IN FORCE THE MORNING OF MARCH 5 WHEN TWENTH-EIGHT 
107MM ROCKETS AND SIX 105MM HOWITZER SHELLS LANDED ON OR NEAR 

THE AIRFIELD. HOWEVER, THE DAMAGE IS RELATIVELY SLIGHT SINCE 
MOST OF THE ROUNDS LANDED NORTH OF THE AIRBASE. THE KC CON- 
TINUE TO APPLY PRESSURE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE MEKONG OPPOSITE 
NEAR LUONG, BUT THE OVERALL SITUATION HAS IMPROVED WITH THE RE- 
OPENING OF ROUTE 15. ELEMENTS OF A BRIGADE IN THE HERETOFORE 
QUIET SECTOR SOUTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN 
FORCED FROM SEVERAL POSITIONS. THE KC ARE APPLYING 
PRESSURE ON ANOTHER POSITION IN BATTAMBANG PROVINCE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. THE KC, AFTER THEIR FLURRY OF ROCKET ATTACKS AGAINST 
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EXCLUSIVELY TO POCHENTONG. LATE MARCH 4, SIX 105MM 
HOWITZER SHELLS ANDFOUR 107MM ROCKETS WERE FIRED AT 
POCHENTONG, CAUSING LITTLE DAMAGE. EARLY MARCH 5, THE 
ATTACKS PICKED UP SHARPLY. AN ESTIMATED TWENTY-EIGHT 
487MM ROCKETS FELL ON OR NEAR POCHENTONG DURING THE 
MORNING, AND SIX 105MM HOWITZER ROUNDS DURING THE EARLY 
AFTERNOON, THREE ON THE AIRFIELD, THREE OUTSIDE IT. 

THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO THE AIR 
FIELD AS YET. THE 105MM ROUNDS ARE PROBABLY BEING FIRED 
FROM THE TUOL LEAP AREA NORTH OF ROUTE 4 AND AN OPERA- 
TION IS PLANNED IN THAT AREA TOMORROW. THE KHMER NAVY 
BASE ALSO TOOK THREE 107MM ROCKETS MARCH 5. 

3. THE SITUATION IN THE BANAM-NEAK LUONG AREA HAS IM- 
PROVED WITH THE REOPENING OF ROUTE 15(REFTEL) AS FANK 
FORCES ATTEMPT TO RESTORE THEIR PERIMETER. THE PRESSURE 
ON FRIENDLY FORCES ACROSS THE RIVER FROM NEAK LUONG 
AT THE FERRY CROSSING POINT IS STILL HEAVY DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT TWO OF THE FOUR POSITIONS INITIALLY LOST 
HAVE NOW BEEN REPORTED RECOVERED. 

4. ELEMENTS OF THE 24TH BRIGADE ON THE NORTH BANK OF 

THE BASSAC AREA SOUTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH HAVE REPORTEDLY 
BEEN PUSHED OUT OF SEVERAL POSITIONS. THEY ARE ATTEMPT- 
ING TO RETAKE THE LOST GROUND. 

5. IN BATTAMBANG PROVINCE, THE KC ATTACKED THE 38TH 
BRIGADE BASE CAMP ON ROUTE 5 DURING THE NIGHT OF 
MARCH 3-4 AND ATTACKED AGAIN THE FOLLOWING NIGHT. THE 
BRIGADE ITSELF IS IN PHNOM PENH, BUT THE ATTACK ON THE 
POSITION IS AN APPARENT FOLLOW-UP TO THE KC CAPTURE LAST 
WEEK OF THE IMPORTANT ROUTE 5 RICE DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
OF MAUNG RUSSEI. 

6. THE THREE BATTALION TASK FORCE CHARGED WITH ATTEMPT- 
ING TO REDUCE THE KC CONTROL OF A 25-30 KILOMETER 
STRETCH OF ROUTE 1 SOUTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH HAS NOW 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO STAY PUT PENDING OTHER ACTIONS 
AROUND THE CAPITAL'S PERIMETER. 

DEAN 
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